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The globalization system, unlike the Cold War system, is not frozen, but
a dynamic ongoing process. That's why I define globalization this way: it
1s the inexorable integration of markets, nation-states and technologies to
a degree never witnessed before — in a way that i1s enabling individuals,
corporations and nation-states to reach around the world farther, faster,
deeper and cheaper than ever before. This process of globalization is also
producing a powerful backlash from those brutalized or left behind by this
new system.

The driving i1dea behind globalization i1s free-market capitalism - the
more you let market forces rule and the more you open your economy to
free trade and competition, the more efficient and flourishing your economy
will be. Globalization means the spread of free-market capitalism to
virtually every country in the world.

Globalization has its own dominant culture, which 1s why it tends to be
homogenizing to a certain degree. In previous eras this sort of cultural
homogenization happened on a regional scale - the Romanization of
Western Europe and the Mediterranean world, for instance. Culturally
speaking, globalization has tended to involve the spread (for better and for worse)
of Americanization - from Big Macs to iMacs to Mickey Mouse. (20%)
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Open any catalogue of the human genome and you will be confronted
not with a list of human potentialities, but a list of diseases, mostly ones
named after pairs of obscure central-European doctors. This gene causes
Niemann-Pick disease; that one causes Wolf-Hirschhorn syndrome. The
mmpression given 1s that genes are there to cause diseases. 'New gene for
mental 1illness,” announces a web site on genes that reports the latest
news from the front, "The gene for early-onset dystonia. Gene for kidney
cancer 1solated. Autism linked to serotonin transporter gene. A new
Alzheimer’'s gene. The genetics of obsessive behavior.’

Yet to define genes by the diseases they cause is about as absurd as
defining organs of the body by the diseases they get; livers are there to
cause cirrhosis, hearts to cause heart attacks and brains to cause strokes.
It 1s a measure, not of our knowledge but of our ignorance that this is the
way the genome catalogues read. It is literally true that the only thing we
know about some genes i1s that their malfunction causes a particular
disease. This 1s a pitifully small thing to know about a gene, and a
terribly musleading one. It leads to the dangerous shorthand that runs as
follows: ‘X has got the Wolf-Hirschhorn gene.” Wrong. We all have the
Wolf-Hirschhorn gene, except, ironically, people who have Wolf-Hirschhomn
syndrome. Their sickness is caused by the fact that the gene is missing
altogether. In the rest of us, the gene 1s a positive, not a negative force.
The sufferers have the mutation, not the gene. (20%8)
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Zoefal w=Eatit) g HARRI ol oal] AgE Hek, whek a5 AYE The EU has officially recognized its global responsibility in this
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